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Editors Forward 
 
Hello everyone and welcome to another year of 
rallying. 
Holidaying at home and abroad is now getting more 
back to normal. 
Chris and I spent 5 weeks in Spain in March and while 
it was a pain to get our passenger location documents 
it was worth the effort. 
On return it was much more like normal as the entry 
conditions had been dropped. 
 
It was nice to see Barbara and Norman for most of the 
time as their apartment was only about 5 minutes 
away from ours. Both their apartment and ours 
overlooked the sea and as ours was on the 9th floor it 
was nice to wake up to see the sea and beach through 
the large panoramic balcony windows. 
 
More on the home front, as most of you may have 
heard Steven, Anne and Ray have resigned from 
Committee, it is a shame as we really needed new 
blood in the centre, if anyone is interested please 
come forward as it is easy to be co-opted on at any 
time. 
There is not much in this issue but I thought it 
necessary to keep everyone in touch with as much 
information as possible. 
 

2. 



St Patricks Rally (1st one of the season) 
 
We had a very lovely weekend with Sec. Maxine, Jody and 

Stuart. It was their first rally as Marshall’s and they certainly 

worked hard for their money (joke). They seemed to 

enjoy  being in the kitchen most of the weekend. 

 

We arrived 1hour early, before the Marshall’s, so we were first 

on the field and always last to leave. 

Friday night we had opening flag, tea and biscuits, followed by 

an Irish quiz. Looked at it, decided it was too easy, wasn’t going 

to do it, but it would be rude to not so we had a go...we got 4 

right out of 20; then we played bingo and Trevor won £3. It 

gave us our street cred back. 

 

Saturday we were treated to Irish stew with Yorkshire pudding. 

We haven’t come across that 

before will have to check 

my cookery book. This was 

followed by bread and butter 

pudding and several 

glasses of intoxicating water. 

The meal was delicious and I 

had two lots of everything. 

  

Who cares about dieting?  

The Marshall’s were so impressed with my enthusiasm they 

gave us rations to take home. We had them for Sunday lunch 

 

  

Maxine and the chairman’s family did the D-J ing so we all had 

amigos. Trevor is out of practice but he will improve as the year 

goes on. 

3. 



Sunday 9.30 were treated to Irish breakfast .. bacon, sausage, 

beans, tomatoes, egg 

and soda bread. Again 

another splendid meal 

followed by GUINNESS... 

  

The weather wasn’t too bad 

and we really enjoyed the 

efforts they put into it. 

Please continue to be with our club. Everyone appreciated your 

enthusiasm. 

 

Sylvia & Trevor 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++        

                        

Don’t forget to check the website regularly as 

Norman updates it regularly, he needs something 

to use his time as he relaxes with Barbara in Spain 

for most of his life. 
 

If you want to send photos can you zip file him and 
send them via the ‘We Transfer’ website, it’s free for 
small amounts, just write a small message and 
download your photos. 
 
normanlucas@hotmail.com or 

webmaster@southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk or   

www.southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk   

phone. Mob:-  07971 201269 

mailto:normanlucas@hotmail.com
mailto:webmaster@southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk
http://www.southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk/


ST PATRICKS WEEKEND, 
What a great weekend we had, the new Marshalls 
Maxine, and Jodie and Stuart Guy put on for us all, 
and everyone enjoyed it, 

 

Friday night Tea Coffee and Biscuits, a quiz based on 
Ireland and other things, was very good although we 
are not good at quizzes, it was a great night, 

 

Saturday night meal was really great, still based on 
the St Patrick’s theme and finished with Bread and 
Butter Pudding, or Apple pie with Cream or Custard, 
at the end Trev won a Fan of 
chocolates (Grandchildren were well pleased with 
Grandad) and he like Chocolate as well, pleased with 
the win as we never win anything, just usually make 
the numbers up, 
And then finished the night with Dj Max, what a great 
night, 
Sunday what a lovely Irish Breakfast, with some 
things we had never even tried before, but really 
enjoyed it all, 

 

We would like to thank all the Marshall for all their 
hard work all the weekend, nothing was too much for 
them if you needed anything, 
It was a real shame as the support and attendance 
was not there, as it was a brilliant weekend. 
 
Thanks again Trevor and Janet McGowan. 



 
6. 



Important information from the Treasurer 
From now on when paying for weekend rallies can you 
as far as possible pay with cash as the bank are now 
charging us for all cheques whether they are being 
paid in or taken out, plus, most landowners prefer 
cash.  
Payment can still be paid by BACS of course.  
South Staffs Centre of Caravan Club. Sort No 40-45-19  
Ac No 41186345 
Please also state your name and rally name or number.  
 

--------------------------------------------     
                                    
The Newnes CP. Ellesmere. 
 
We arrived on site at 1.00pm to find that almost 
everyone was already there, I think that the long wait 
to get out on a rally had all of them eager to get on a 
site. 
 
The weather was fine, warm and sunny throughout 
the four days. There were many people meeting out 
on the rally field to discuss what 
they had been up to during the long 
winter months. 
Friday evening John and his visitor 
from the Midland Centre (Joan), 
helped by Sue put on “Opening Flag”. 
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Saturday morning, a group walk was arranged by 
John, which was attended by 16 members. The walk 
took us up the road then down a lane to the 
Shropshire Union Canal, from there we walked to the 
town of Ellesmere. At 
that point, some went on 
to “The Red Lion” for a 
drink and something to 
eat, while a few of us paid 
a visit to “The Black Lion” for a quick pint before 
walking back to site. 
  
As Sue was having a problem with her leg, she had 
returned to site just after the start, and she was able 
to visit The British Ironwork Centre with Mona & 
Gordon, which she enjoyed very much. 
When I got back it was tea & cakes and a long chat 
with Mona & Gordon. 
 
Sunday morning it was “Closing Flag”, I didn’t win the 
quiz, even though I asked for a recount. After flag it 
was a visit to Oswestry. 
 
Monday morning arrived and it was time to pack up 
for the journey home, and the first sign of a cloud. 
As it seemed more like the “good old days” of 
rallying, we can’t wait to get out on our next SSCC 
rally. 
Trevor and Sue Watkins 

8. 



10 Minute Quiz 
 
1. What part of a wine bottle is the ‘Punt’? 
2. If someone proposes a toast with ‘No Heel 

Taps’ What do you have to do? 
3. During the reign of Catherine the First Of 

Russia, why were the Moscow Ballrooms filled 
with women dressed as men? 

4. Which country’s largest whiskey is called 
‘Suntory’? 

5. What does a ‘Tegestologist’ collect? 
6. What was the name of the Hofmeister bear? 
7. Richter, Sykes and Cartier are methods of doing 

what? 
8. What did Americans mean by ‘Coffin Varnish’? 
9. What cocktail is named after the Californian 

surfer Tom Harvey because of his behaviour 
when he was drunk? 

10. Which well-known drink has an original gravity 
of 1,000? 

Answers on Back Page  
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^       
I was at an ATM yesterday when a little old lady 
asked if I could check her balance, so I pushed 
her over. 
The Grim Reaper came for me last night but I 
beat him off with a vacuum cleaner. Talk about 
Dyson with death. 
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Please note that a Fire Bucket/Extinguisher is now a 
mandatory requirement on        South Staffs centre 

Rallies.              
   

 
==================================     

 
Chris’s Cooking Corner   -  Mixed Fruit Slice 
 
6oz Self Raising Flour 
3oz Dessicated Coconut 
6oz Caster Sugar 
6oz Dried Fruit 
4oz Margarine (melted) 
1 egg Beaten  1/2Teaspoon Mixed Spice 
Gas Mark 6 

                       
 
Melt margarine in saucepan, sieve flour and 
mixed spice together, add remaining ingredients 
and mix well.  
Press into an oblong tin approx 11 x 7” 28cm x 18cm) 
Bake for 30mins, gas mark 6, electric 200’C, 
Cool on a wire tray. 
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Our four legged friends can often be the topic of 
some of the most common superstitions. Think black 
cats and think bad luck. But is there anything in 
them? 
PDSA Vet Nurse Downing says: “There are pet related 
superstitions out there, however most don’t have 
sound reasoning behind them.  
“Black cats are often associated 
with bad luck and being 
owned by witches. Sadly, 
because of this they are often 
the last to be rehomed in 
rescue centres.  
These myths date back to the 
Middle Ages when single women who took in stray 
cats were accused with witchcraft. Being stray they 
were often black and this superstition has stuck ever 
since. 
In some places they are actually good luck; in 
Scotland a black cat turning up on your doorstep is a 
sign of prosperity. 
Contrary to popular belief, our pooches’ ageing 
process doesn’t actually line up with ours at all.  
The figure of 7 dog years roughly equalling one 
human year likely comes from the average dog 
lifespan compared to humans.  
For example, dogs become fully grown adults at one 
or two years old, which doesn’t fit with a seven to 
14year old human.    
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Don’t forget to check the website regularly as 

Norman updates it regularly, he needs something 

to use his time as he relaxes with Barbara in Spain 

for most of his life. 

If you want to send photos can you zip file him and 
send them via the ‘We Transfer’ website, it’s free for 
small amounts, just write a small message and 
download your photos. 
normanlucas@hotmail.com  

webmaster@southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk 

www.southstaffscaravanclub.co.uk   

phone. Mob:-  07971 201269 
========================       

Talking about safety apart from our own keep safe ways 
regarding Covid don’t forget general fire safety in your own 
caravan, motorhome or even at home. 
Here is a breakdown of the different classes of fire and the type 
of extinguishers to use. 
 
Class Fire Type   Extinguishers 
A Organic materials wood,  Water, foam, dry powder   
 Wood, paper, textiles 
B Flammable liquids  Foam, dry powder, CO2 
 Petrol, Diesel, paints 
C Gasses, eg; Propane,  Dry powder 
 Butane 
D Flammable metals eg;  M28/L2 
 Lithium 
E Electrical   Dry powder 
F Cooking oil/fats  Foam, Co2, fire blanket 

12. 
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White Lodge Great Haywood 
 
This weekend rally 8th April to 10th April was at White 
Lodge Great Haywood and was run by the Chairman  
Trevor McGowan his wife Janet and Co-Marsahals 
Lisa Pinson and her husband Mark.  
Lovely opening 
with tea and 
biscuits and closing 
ceremony with 
cakes. New faces on 
the rally too which is 
nice to see and also 
visitors from the 
Cheshire and Midland Centres. 
The weather kept dryish and nights were cold and the 
mornings fresh with everyone in good spirits. 
Thanks to all it was lovely. 
Maxine Adams   
 
The new meters were Mr and Mrs Stretton and Mr 
and Mrs Clarke, 
Welcome to South Staffs Centre. 
 

“”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””  
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges 
 
You mean there's something stronger than duct tape? 
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Just a little information 
 

Noise must be kept to a reasonable minimum 
and cease at 11pm. Music and parties must not 
disturb neighbouring members. 
The use of guns, catapults and all weapons is 
prohibited. 
The riding of bicycles & scooters, flying of kites 
and model aircraft as well as ball games 
(including swing ball) is not permitted among or 
close to caravans/motorhomes, dad’s remember 
this includes golf. 
Parents will be held responsible for any damaged 
incurred. 
Drones are banned from the Rally field and any 
Centre event also from any Club site without prior 
agreement from Head Office. 
Any unauthorised use by members will face 
disciplinary action. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++      
 

Anyone running a rally or helping in any way who 
want the use of the Colman Shelters or any 
Catering equipment please see any of the 
committee. 

------------------------------------------   

 
Don’t forget the Charity rally is at Kings Bromley 
Showground this year from the 10th to 12th June. 
This is a nice flat field. 
Book in on line. 
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Gone Green 
The Orchards Holiday Park Rally, August Bank Holiday 
They have changed their underground toilet  
Holding   tank to organic.  
Only Green organic toilet fluid to be used for your  
toilets.  
Do not use Elsan Blue or any other Formaldehyde 
products as this will destroy the organic process. 
If you haven’t any they are selling it in different sizes 
on site. 

***********************      
The centre now has another new Facebook site called 

‘South Staffordshire Caravan Centre’ 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>       

 
Popular Holiday rallies to remember to book in on. 
 
Bourton on Water Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 27th May 
to the 5th June. 
 
Stoke Gabriel 13th to 30th August 
 
Orchard Holiday Park, Tenbury Wells, 26th to 30th Aug 
 
Cofton HP, Dawlish, 3rd to 18th September  
 
Avon Bank Meadow, Wyre Piddle. 21st to 30th October 
 
All can be booked on line, BACS payments please 
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Answers to the 10 minute quiz 
1. The hollow in its base 
2. Down it in one go 
3. Women were banned from getting drunk 
4. Japan 
5. Beer mats 
6. George 
7. Measuring alcoholic content 
8. Liquor 
9. The Harvey Wallbanger 
10. Water 

*****************    
 
Thanks to all for your stories please keep them 
coming in. Sorry but I have not had any 
embarrassments this issue, don’t forget I am not 
always there to witness them so you can put some in 
anonymously if you want to, just state the particular 
rally they occurred. 
 
Contact me on:- 
 
keith.orchard@hotmail.co.uk or 
07949 449016 
 
Have a nice Easter and I hope to have the next issue 
out for the AGM 30th September. It would also be 
nice to see a few more names put forward for the 
Committee. 
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